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Esopus Timeline 
1980s-1990s 

�x 80+ boaters from ADK, AMC, KCCNY, NESS enjoy 4 releases 
annually. 

�x Local fire and rescue groups drill & practice rescue swiftwater 
safety. 

�x AMC holds annual swiftwater rescue trainings.  
 
2000s 

�x Mark Hollander proactively represents regional clubs, especially 
with a PowerPoint presentation on raising strainer issue 
awareness. 

 
2014  

�x Last approved release for New England Slalom Series event. 
 

2016 
�x When father and daughter tubers ignore a commercial outfitter�¶s 

cautions to put in at safer access points, it results in the tragic 
death of the teen. DEC is sued, resulting in an out of court 
settlement. 

 
2016-2024 

�x Fewer than two recreational releases approved; ecological 
conflicts, and strainers are among the stated explanations for 
cancellations.  

�x Repairs and upgrades to the dam halt many releases, with 
promise that long term, capacity to release top and bottom water, 
temperature flexibility. 

�x Local club boaters periodically catch impromptu runs safely at 
natural flows.  

�x Riverkeeper and local landowners win a decades-long campaign 
to mitigate turbidity caused by large water supply releases. 
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