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ADOPT A BOAT!
Or a piece of our fleet..

by Dick Bailey

Help us maintain our boats and equipment on an
ongoing basis. All of our gear needs continuing care; some
of it needs help between our scheduled work weekends.
Under the auspices of our Quartermaster, you could, for
example, take over flotation bag maintenance. Or, with a
couple of friends, take on one of our trailers. We also need
someone to be in charge of outfitting new boats. Those
saddles, thigh straps and flotation bags have to be installed by
US. Qur cook kits and stoves need a handler too. You don’t
have to do this by yourself. The best way is to get together
with a friend or two. If you would like to help but don’t feel
that you have the necessary skill --—- no problem! We will
train you in the skill of your choice. Call our Quartermaster,
Dopald Laufer at 201-569-3213 and reserve your piece of our
fleet.
RATINGS by Joe Caprara

One of the great things about paddling with the AMC
is knowing that all your friends on the trip are safe boaters.
It's comforting to know that your friends (including those
you've just met for the first time) are all going to keep an
eye-out for each other. Knowing who the lead and sweep
are, knowing your leader is familiar with the river and how
to paddle it safely, and knowing that everyone in the group
has been assessed or is rated at a skill level comparable to the
conditions expected to be encountered. (*)

This concern for safety in our chapter's canoe-
ing/kayaking program, along with the high quality training
and safety courses offered, is the reason for our excellent
reputation in this area. This proud record is a testament of
the dedication of previous volunteer leaders, building the
organization of successtul programs we all enjoy today.

The ratings program, as described in The Feathers -
4th or 5th edition, is an important tool in providing for the
safety(*), comfort, and enjoyment of all paddlers. It's intent
is to provide trip and instruction leaders with information
about a perscn's previously demonstrated abilities in some
basic areas of strokes, maneuvers, and general knowledge of
accepted safety procedures and other skills. As such, ratings
should not be viewed as "a badge of honor™ or be assumed to
take the place of personal responsibility, rational judgement,
or continued diligence in the advancement of ones education
and skills development,

See RATINGS on page 7
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CONSERVATION POLICY

The Canoe Committee recently approved the Conser-
vation Policy reprinted at the bottom of pages 3 & 4. It has
been incorporated into the Fifth Edition ot The Feathers. For
those of you who have older editions, please cut out the policy
statement and keep it with your copy.
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WORK AND PLAY OCT. 13-15

A very special event for this year, work weekend at
the barn will be combined with an AMC weekend at the
American Canoe Association Camp on nearby (15 minutes
away) Lake Sebago. The weekend at Lake Sebago, planned
since late last year, was inadvertently left out of the canoe
committee and chapter’s fall schedules. So the Hilltop
Lodge at the ACA camp will now be made available for
work weekend participants who want to work one or both
days {or not at all). Work Weekend needs your HELP.
Maintenance on our 36 boats, flotation bags, saddles,
gunwales, stoves, pots, utensils, paddles, PFD’s, trailers,
and other stuff has been postponed longer than it should
have been. If you have used a club boat, or even if you
haven’t, please come out on Saturday and Sunday to help us
renew our fleet. You will be rewarded.

You can spend Saturday helping repair our
equipment, register and come over to the ACA camp for
socializing and dinner, spend the night it you wish, and then
spend Sunday either enjoying the ACA Camp or returning
to Barn to finish the jobs left undone on Saturday. If you
can’t come for the day activities on Saturday, you can come
for dinner, spend Saturday night at the Camp, and then join
either group on Sunday.

Play events during the weekend will include hiking
in Harriman Park, paddling on the lake, leaf peaking and,
of course, a fantastic barbecue.

To register for one of the 23 bunks at the ACA
camp Friday and/or Saturday night, send $5 and a SASE by
Oct. 6 to Phil Burgert, 707 Union Street, Brooklyn, NY
11215. For more information call Phil at 718-368-3485.

To register for the Work Weekend and dinner (no
charge for socializing) send a $3. deposit and a SASE 10
Don Laufer, 175 14th Street, Cresskill NJ 07676
(201-569-3213).
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COOK KIT CARE - LEADERS AND DISHWASHERS
TAKE NOTE!

In the summer our cooking equipment - those pots
and pans, utensils, plates, cups, etc. - sit from week to week
inside a duffel in the bottom of the trailers or stored in the
barn. Both places are usually hot and damp. If the
equipment is not thoroughly clean and dry when it’s packed
away, it's a perfect breeding ground for all kinds of bacteria
to grow. Sometimes in the evening under the glow of lantern
light, it’s hard to see if the dishes are clean, and on rainy
mornings it is impossible for them to be dry before they are
packed up. Even if the equipment is dry, the bags themselves
may be wet. Thus, the Committee has come up with a way
to disinfect this equipment so that when it’s used for the next
trip, it will be clean, bacteria free, and ready for the next use.

Please see DISHES on page 4






