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SO WHAT DO THOSE LEADERS DO ANYWAY?
by Dick Bailey

For starters, they are OUR leaders and they are,
perhaps, the most important asset we have. They contribute
their time, and it's quality time because of their experience
and expertise. Most have attended our leadership training
course. They know the rivers -- when to get cut and scout,
They know the put-ins and the take-outs. They know where
the campground is. They know what food works on a camp
stove and they buy the right amount. They organize the food
preparation and clean up. They often arrange for boats to be
delivered to the river. They reserve campgrounds, pay the
bill, do a ton of bookkeeping, fill out trip reports and send
them 1o our treasurer, That dope sheet you depend on to get
you started was created and mailed by the leader. Invisible

to most campers is the load of responsibility carried by the
leader.

Safety is paramount, but providing a fun and
successful trip counts o, It often happens that all these
things get done and go by unnodced. That means your leader
has done their job.

P.S. Try and find an outfitter to offer this and see
how much it costs.
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MADRAC USA

by Susan Smith, President
Mississippi River Adventures, Inc.
American Dragon Boat Association

MADRAC X111, (Mississippi Annual Downriver Adventure
by Canoe) America’s longest annual canoe trip, sponsored by
Coleman Company, is scheduled for July 29-August 5 on the
Mississippt River. Two hundred canoeists from the USA and
overseas paddle 23 miles per day, celebrating and camping in
river towns overnight. The trip will start at Buffalo, lowa
and end in Hannibal, Missouri. This is Mark Twain country.
For more information contact MADRAC USA, 816 N, 6th
St., Burlington, 1A 52601 (319) 753-0259

From THE PADDLING BARES, Newsletter

Question: “What happens if | fall out of the canoe?”
Answer: “You get wet."

RIVER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The first meeting of this new AMC Club-wide group
was recently held. The goals of this group are to provide
Club support and direction for the volunteers working on the
present river preservation projects, to work with ather groups
in river preservation projects and to idendfy the rivers and/or
watersheds that in the future may need a some type of
protection, to develop a plan for these rivers and implement
this plan.

What is “river preservation™? To some, it means
clean, or cleaner, water - water that is free of pollutants.
Others may think in terms of developing recreational water
releases from the present dams. To others, it may mean
preserving the prasent - or developing new - access areas.
Others may be concerned about humun beings leaving their
trash and litter along the banks or in the streams. Also, there
is urban and suburban development that causes more storm
runotf (including erosion and pollutants in the runotf) that
causes floods further downstrearn.

This group will address any or all of these concerns
as they pertain to any specific river or watershed in the
Northeast. If you have any wdeas on this subject, or know of
any river that has -or may have - a problem, vou can contact
Al Braley at (908) 647-3569. Some of the other members are
Tom Christopher, Don Getzin, Bruce Lessels, Connie
Peterson and Norm Simms., The AMC Club staff associated
with this commitize are Peter Donahue, Rivers and Green-
ways Conservation Specialist; Kevin Knowbloch, Director of
Conservation Programs; and Jennifer Melvitle, Director of
Conservation.
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THEY SAY IT CAN’T BE DONE. . . All those trip leaders
concentrated in one place.

Can they even be successfully led? Will it be raucous
and chaotie, or just plain tun? (Or what's the difference™
Check out the Chaprer schedule for Saturday. August 5th and
send your SASE to Dick Bailey.

P.S. The Leader’s half-price summer sale is now in
effect...deposit is $5; not $10.

EXPEDITIONS

A small but growing group of NY-NoJ paddlers has
fong expressed imerest in canoe expeditions. These trips,
which all food and equipment is carried in boats, may extend
from a long weekend to a week or more. In response to your
interest, your Cance Committee has established a new
position. Dave and Liz Pratt, former Canoe Committee Co-
Chair and experienced expedition planpers, have agreed to
become our Expedition Co-ordinators. You may contact

them at 442 North Shore Drive, Peck Lake, Gloversville, NY
12078 518-725-64610).






