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PADDLERS REMEMBER HAT CLAUER

Hat Clauer, 43, a long-time member of the NY-NoJ
Chapter, paddler, canoe trip leader, and whitewater
instructor, died at his home Sunday evening, Nov. 7, 1993.
On the past weekend, Hat led a trip for the CT Chapter on
the Tohickon and many of his best friends saw him there.
Hat had many friends in all the Club chapters.

In the late 1980's he was a member of the Canoe
Committee, was instrumental in upgrading our Instruction
program, and continually worked for quality and harmony
in river education. He wrote several articles on paddling
for PADDLE SPILASHES(.

Hat lived his life to the fullest after undergoing two
open heart surgeries to repair a congenital defective heart
valve.

Jill Arbuckle: Hat liked to cook and as a leader fed us
gourmet meals. One March, camping in the muddy
meadow at the take-out on the Nescopeck, using a boat-
over-boat table, Hat cooked French Toast sandwiches for
~ the group. In this primitive setting, another ieader wouid
have chosen a simpler meal, but not Hat! He would drive
far to paddle. If one river was dry, he usually knew of
another that had water. During these long drives, we
stopped at every convenience store for more food!

Dick Bailey: I was swimming a nasty rapid on the Cheat,
and I was very happy to see Hat come to my rescue. He
had a lot of trouble staying with me. When he had to roll
his boat, I thought he would leave me; but he didn't. He
stayed with me and eventually rescued me.

Fran Braley: Hat was a good paddler and a friend. He
was with me on the Yough when my Flashback and I
collided with "Dimples”. 1 was shivering in the cold rain;
my dry bag with my rain gear was in my boat pinned on
the rock. Hat took off his polypro shirt and gave it to me.
Later, he assisted in removing my badly damaged boat
from the rock.

Al Braley: When he dislocated his shoulder paddling the
Ottawa and was rescued and evacuated by a raft, I jokingly
put in JPADDLE SPIASHES( that this was a "gruesome
indignity". Hat responded with a letter to the editor,
stating, "Rafters are people, too; they had a radio and
would have cailed to have me med-evac'd out, if necessary.
They put up with my singing, sv they can't be bad!"
(HAT CLAUER, continued page 4)

REFLECTIONS

Two recent graduates of the Safety & Rescue
weekend put their training to a practical use on the
Mongaup in Sept. They paddled a swamped boat
successfuily and later got the opportunity to praciice their
swimming skills. = When the lead/rescue boat was
momentarily stuck on a rock and unable to come to their
aid, they self-rescued ... Sighted on the Musconetcong - an
otter, Blue heron, wood ducks and caribou (Has the jolly
old man in the red suit temporarily spotted some replace-
ments here just in case Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen,
Comet, Cupid, Donner or Blitzen get injured?)
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