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THE CHAIR’S CORNER

The success of the AMC paddling program is
really due to the effort of many paddlers who throughout
the year contribute their time in various ways. There are
committee members who perform specific duties through-
out the year,

Over sixty paddlers lead trips - the following led
four or more; Walter Bonilla, Al Braley, Fran Braley, Don
Getzin, Walter Levy, Avi Maor, Lien Olsthoorn, and
Henry Schreiber. Those who served as instructors three or
more times are: Jill Arbuckle, Walter Bonilla, Don Getzin,
Neil Grossman, Maxine Grover, Jean Kondek, Bruce
Lichtenberg, Lien Olsthoorn, Henry Schreiber, Brenda
Steele, and Charlie Wilson.

Others who helped in various ways include - Vicki
Habibizadeh, who served as )PADDLE SPLASHES(
advertising manager - Phil Burgert who attended many
instruction trips to videotape the students, taught others to
use the equipment and produced a video of our paddling
year - l.iem Olsihoorn who organized an imstruction
weekend at Fire Island - Trudy Wood, Laura Sunderlin
and Barbara Austin who told new AMC members about
the canoeing program at the Chapter’s New Members
Night - Walter Boniila, Al Braley, Fran Braley, Walter
Levy, Bruce Lichtenberg, Brenda Steele and Laura
Sunderlin who represented us at the annual PADDLE-
SPORT Show - Dave Schneider and the many paddlers at
work weekend who cleaned and repaired the boats, cook
kits, PFD’s etc. - Laura Sunderlin who organized the
Paddlers Party with the assistance of Walter Bonilla, Cindy
DeVita and Dave Schneider - Al Braley, Fran Braley, Van
Caliandro, Jane Lloyd and Ken Lloyd who led cleanup
trips in May on the Pequest and Housatonic rivers - Al
Braley and Walter Levy who spend an entire Saturday
removing downed trees from the Mongaup so that we and
other paddlers could have a safe trip on the river - Corny
King who met us at the Esopus in June and helped tun
shuttle - Mike Dalton who has probably run more shuttles
this year than anyone else!

I sincerely thank all of these people and all the
other trip leaders, instructors, and the many others who
have volunteered their time and talents to make the
paddling program so successful.
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At the Annual Dinner, the "Queen of Spam"
decided w hit the Canoe Committes Chair with a folded
Annual Report after reading a reference to her in the
Annual Report...the local Police "raiding” to the Paddlers

Party... (Continued page 4)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A "SILENT MAJORITY" SPEAKS OUT
To the Editor:

In response to Jane Gignoux’s recent article on
environmental conservation, I want her to know that there
are many of us "out here" who care. In fact, I believe we
represent the silent majority. If that is the case, it is long
past time that we break the silence, and 1 extend my most
heartfelt appreciation and admiration to Jane for being the
first to do so formally.

I would like to propose a challenge: Let this
become a regular column, with the participation of, and
contributions from all readers of this newsletter. No
matter how careful we are, by our mere presence on the
river we contribute, unavoidably, to the myriad of modern-
day pressures on fragile ecosystems. Because we share a
recreational interest in these waterways, it is obvious that
we all have selfish interests in their preservation. We also
have a responpsibility to them; as the only species with the
power to preserve or destroy, we must choose to preserve.
As such, it is the very least we can do to start by establish-
ing a system of communication.

As a contribution to this column, I would like to
share the experiences I have had over the past three years
in discussing conservation with other Club members
informally. While these have often been mutually positive
experiences, it pains me that not all have been so. I share
Jane’s concern with our collective behavior. (We seem to
be more concerned with taking care of our equipment so
it can be used by the next paddler, than with taking care of
our rivers so they can be enjoyed by the next generation.)
Yet | have become fearful of speaking out, as I have all
too often encountered reactions of apathy, avoidance,
fatalism, defensiveness and even hostility.

I have been admonished that I should "practice
what you preach”. 1 can oniy understand this comment,
made in ignorance of my personal life and habits, as an
attempt to avoid the issue. The fact is, I "practice what I
preach" -- to the best of my ability -- every day of my life
{both through personal habits and volunteering). Sadly,
however, the same can not be said about our chapter of the
AMC. T will not respond to appeals for the Club’s worthy
environmental causes as long as another arm of the Club
fails to recognize the need to establish guidelines governing
its own activities.

Jane’s article has emboldened me anew, and T am
encouraged by the editors’ positive response. Neverthe-
less, from the point of view of the Club {(and the Canoe
Committee in particular), the constructive actions of a few
individuals are not sufficient, A formal channel for
sharing ideas, such as an "Environment" column in
JPADDLE SPLASHES(, may be a less threatening way to
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effect change than through individual discussions. But
more importantly, the issue must be addressed through
Canoe Committee policies. I have been told that there is
a great deal of interest in this issue among Committee
members, If the Committee is prepared to establish such
pulicies and to actively promote them (for example, they
could be made a required part of leadership training and
instructional classes), then I am prepared to offer my time
and assistance.

Jonathan Tunik

(Additional letter page 3)






